
St. Mark Parish  Richmond, KY 
 

  

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday, January 16, 2010 

4:00pm Foe the Parish 

Sunday, January 17, 2010 

8:30am Deacon Dick Jackson 

11:00am Joseph C. Endler 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

6:00pm      William Manz 

Wednesday,January 20, 2010 

6:00pm  Jean Kunz 

Thursday,  January 21, 2010 

6:00pm Marie Sichko 

 
Friday, January 22, 2010 

9:00am Marie Sichko 
 

Saturday, January 23, 2010 

4:00pm Noreen Rodger 
 

Sunday, January 24, 2010 
8:30am Danny Owen 

11:00am For the Parish 

 
 

 

 
 

OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE CANDLE 
FOR THE HEALING OF  

MARIE SICHKO 
 

 

 

 
ROSARY 

 
The Rosary will be recited 
each Sunday at 8:10 am 

before 8:30 Mass. 

 
 
 
 

 
WHAT TO DO IF… 

You want to baptize your baby: 

Baptisms are on the third weekend 
of the month during Saturday and 

Sunday Mass. Call Cathy Cornett at 

623-2989, prompt 5, ext. 2005 
about the preparation program. 

 
You want to join the parish: 

To register as a member, visit the 

Welcome Committee desk in the 
gathering space.  

 
You want to get married: 

Please arrange an appointment with 

the priest at least six months before 
the date you would like to be 

married. You must be registered in 
the parish.  

 
You want to make your First 

Communion or be Confirmed: 

If you are an adult, call Terry 
Culross at 623-6847 or Linda Clark 

at 623-0925. If you are in grades 2-
12, call Cathy Cornett, 623-2989, 

prompt 5, ext. 2005.  

 
You have a prayer concern: 

Please call Connie Wason at 623-
1703 or Rose Mansfield at 623-

0971, who are members of the 
Praying Hands Prayer Group, by 

Wednesday at 7:00 pm. 

 
You would like to arrange a 

Mass Intention: 
Come to the parish office and ask 

for the secretary. 

 
You want to put something in 

the bulletin: 
Instructions for getting 

announcements in the bulletin can 
be obtained by calling the parish 

office at 623-2989 and speaking 

with the secretary. BULLETIN 
DEADLINE IS 12:00 PM ON 

TUESDAY. 
 

You would like more 

information about Knights of 
Columbus: 

Please call John Wright at 859-893-

1123. 

 

You want to register your child 

in St. Mark School: Call the school 

at 623-2989, prompt 4. 

 

You need a ride or can offer a 

ride to or from Church: Call the 
parish office at 623-2989, prompt 5, 

ext. 2001. 
 

You wish to have an 

announcement read at Mass: 

Anyone wishing to have an 

announcement said before Mass 

must bring the announcement in to 

the Parish office for the pastor’s 

approval by Thursday before the 

scheduled Mass. Announcement can 

be emailed to: liane.hinch@ 

saintmarkcatholicchurch.net. 

 
You would like the parish priest 

or parishioner to visit someone 
who is sick: Please call the parish 

office at 623-2989, prompt 5, ext 

2002, if there is an emergency 
(imminent death or need of 

sacrament, prompt 3) or if you or a 
loved one are about to have 

surgery, are in a hospital or nursing 
home, or have become homebound. 

The priest is ready to visit, 

administer the Sacrament of the 
Sick and Holy Communion.  

Please provide the location and 
phone number of the person to 
be visited, and the time that is 
most convenient for the visit. 
 

You want to change your name 
or address in the Parish records 

OR are leaving the parish: 

Call the parish office at 623-2989, 
prompt 5, ext. 2001. 

 
You want to receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Reconciliation is offered immediately 

after all of the weekend Masses. 

 
You would like more 

information about the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas: 

Call Tricia Davis at 623-9184 or 

Laure Schadler at 624-9316. 
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Notes from the Pastor:  
 
I am writing these Pastor's notes from the Intensive Care Unit waiting room where I have been "residing" for 
the past 14 days.   Needless to say, I have been awakened to a new style of living, coping, praying and 
resting.  I met individuals and families who are in worse, better and similar situations as my sister and me.   
My emotions have fluxuated from shock, despair, joy and hope to recognizing that this is a process of walking 
on a long journey. 
 
On behalf of my sister, I wish to express our thanks for the wonderful gestures of prayers, food, running of 
errands, hopeful words etc...  I am truly grateful for my parish family!   You all have been the backbone of 
support to me and my sister and for this no words could describe. 
 
I have no idea as to what tomorrow brings, but the Good Word shares that there is no need to worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow never comes.   We are taking this journey day by day, hour by hour and hurdle by 
hurdle.   For eighty-one years old, my mother has made amazing progress but has a long way to go and it is 
only through GOD's GRACE that she has come so far and that she will go farther, should it be God's Will. 
 
It is amazing how my mother spends her life praying for others -- the majority of you know this.   I have 
shared with my mother, now is her time to receive the prayers of so many for whom she has prayed.   It is 
amazing to see the power of prayer at work. 
 
I have been amazed at the attitudes of the doctors, nursing and health care professionals.   Though just like 
us; each of us being different, so true about them -- some are positive, some are negative and some it is just 
a "job" to do.   Over time, I will be putting my thoughts together of my own observations of Catholic Health 
Care and the situation that my mother has endured; not to mention the other families that I have encountered 
who have experienced situations of which they have shared with me. 
 
I believe that my place right now is to be with my mother.   For 42 years of my life my mother has supported, 
cared, loved, defended, visited and encouraged me -- it is now my time to do the same for my mother.   We 
are blessed at St. Mark with a wonderful staff who is keeping me informed of the activities of the day and I am 
celebrating daily Mass and tending to Emergencies etc. 
 
I will continue to reach out to you all and I continue to ask for your prayers of support and care.  My sister 
and I need your assistance; your support and your care.....MORE IMPORTANTLY, do not pray for me or my 
family-- SAVE ALL YOUR PRAYERS FOR MY MOTHER. 
 
As usual, let me remind you that I am available to you in my office via email at 
FatherJim.Sichko@SaintMarkCatholicChurch.net or, in cases of an emergency (i.e., death or imminent need of 
the Sacraments), by phone at 859-623-2989, prompt #3. 
  

See you in Church, 
Fr. Jim

PASTOR’S PAGE 

mailto:FatherJim.Sichko@SaintMarkCatholicChurch.net
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STEWARDSHIP 

             
 

              

OUR WEEKLY GOAL: $ 8,200.00 

 

     

          ENVELOPES:  $  8,487.00 

  LOOSE CASH:  $      540.00 

LOOSE COIN:  $          6.73                             

LOOSE CHECKS: $      650.00 

TOTAL   $   9,683.23 

 

                      

Over for the week -  +  $  1,483.23 

 

 

       

 

 

     

 
 

 

  
 

    

 
 

 
 

 

 
SECOND COLLECTIONS 2009 

 
July              Home Meals Delivery  $   966.56 
August St. Mark School          $1,766.13 
September Seminary                   $2,194.90 
September    St. Mark School          $1,194.32 
October        Catholic Higher Ed.     $1,184.36 
October  St. Mark School          $1,386.17 
November     Human Development  $1,017.68 
November     Home Meals              $1,159.18 

December     St. Mark School          $1,529.35 

 
 

 
Father Jim's Speaking Donations 

 
                            Parish            School 
1.  Missouri:       $2,946.00      $2,946.00 
2.  Kansas:         $2,044.50      $2,044.50 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
PARISH APPRECIATION PLEDGE 

 
Goal:  $50,000.00 
Current Total:  $30,025.66 

 

 
 

Bake Sale for St. Mark School 
 
Thank you for your support in the Bake Sale.  
We raised $1,271.25 First School Quarter for 
St. Mark School!  
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MINISTRIES  
 
Linens:  Mary Katherine Barnes 

 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Our Ill and Homebound…. 

              Violet Mullins Lee David   Julia Hinkle  

               Mark Davis Sammy Tierney   Mary Lewis  
               Bob Millet Michael O’Connor              Virginia Sykora  

               Hazel Parkos Frank Carey   James W. Boarman 
               Mary Powell Marvin Bauer   Nancy Miller  

               Pat Hensley Robert Simkins                                                   Michael Parker 

               Sheryl Stephan                              Steven Wason                                                    Rich Schuntich 
               Wanda Martin                                Barbara Stuecker                                                Marie Sichko 

 
Our Active Duty Service Members…… 

     LTCOL Chris Holly                      SPC Randy Shacreaw                       PO1 Tom Etherington 
     LCPL Phillip Shacreaw                SSG Chris Ramsey                            CPT Patrik W. Goss 

                 PFC Neil A. Goss 

  Ministry    

Mass Lectors Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy 

Communion 

Altar Servers Welcome Desk Gifts 

Baskets 

Bulletins 

4:00PM 
Saturday, 

January 23 

Mike Schwendeman 
Nancy Wigand 

Ellen Kessler 
Karen Mayo 

Darren Norton 

Kathy Norton 
Jill Silver 

Jean Price 
Phil VonMann 

Jim Swartz 
Abigail Kessler 

Michelle Monticello To be assigned 

8:30AM  
Sunday,   

January 24 
 

 

Peter Creighton 
Phil Mattingly 

Mary Rose Bauer 
Barbara Cain 
Terry Culross 
Emma Esker 
Kathy Hall 
Patty Holly 

Charlie Chaplin 

Joshua Schwab 
Bailey O’Bryan 

Liane Hinch To be assigned 

11:00am 
Sunday, 

January 24 
 

Ann Merriman 
Connie Wason 

Marlene Flinchem 
Chuck Marz 

Janelle Massaro 
Mike Schwendeman 

Lois Scott 
Bill Sullivan 
Erin Sullivan 

Brittany Scott 
Haley Marks 

Kathryn Maynard To be assigned 
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Readings for the Week  
 

Sunday: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 62:1-5; Ps 96; 1 Cor 12:4-11; 
                  Jn 2:1-11 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89; Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: Saints Fabian, pope, martyr;  
                  Sebastian, martyr 
 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144; 
                  Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: Saint Agnes, virgin, martyr 
 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56; 
                  Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: Saint Vincent, deacon, martyr 
 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; 
                  Ps 80; Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19; 
                  1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27;  
                  Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Rites of Christian Initiation for Adults 
RCIA 

 

There will be no RCIA meeting January 18, 

2010 in observance of the Martin Luther King 
holiday. 

 

 

 
THE PARISH OFFICE AND ST. MARK  
SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, 

 JANUARY 18, 2010 IN 
OBSERVANCE OF THE MARTIN LUTHER  

KING HOLIDAY 
 
 

 

 

  
 

Coffee and Doughnuts will resume January 
24th. Thank 

you so much for your generous support! 

 

 

The Parish office is now taking names for the 
candle in front of the Blessed Mother, and 
Mass Intentions.  Please call the office at 
623-2989. 

 
 
 

CCD NEWS 
 

CCD meets Wednesday evenings from 6:30 - 
7:30pm in the school.  

 
CCD Schedule 

  

Jan 20 - 6:30 - 7:30 
Jan 27 - 6:30 - 7:30 
 
  

RCIA for Children Schedule 
  
Jan 18 - No Class 
Jan 25 - 6:00 - 7:00 
Contact 
cathy.cornett@saintmarkcatholicchurch.net or 623-
2989 x2005. 

     

 

 

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
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Respect Life 
 

―When the family is weakened, it is inevitably 
children who suffer. If the dignity of women 
and mothers is not protected, it is the children 
who are affected most.‖ 
 
~ Pope Benedict XVI, ―Message for the 
Celebration of the World Day of Peace,‖ Jan. 
1, 2009 

It is again time for our St. Mark participation in 
the annual Signature Ad, sponsored by 
MCRTL.  We will be collecting signatures 
after all masses on the weekend of Jan. 
16th and 17th.  This ad, to be published in the 
Richmond Register as well as the Berea 
newspaper on Sunday, Jan. 24th  is intended 
to show our strong support for life, as the 
anniversary of the historic Supreme Court 
ruling of Roe v Wade approaches.   Each year 
we strive to increase the number of signatures 
as we continue to grow from the original 5‖x8‖ 
ad to the current full page.  Our goal is that 
we can achieve two full pages.  St. Mark 
Catholic Church has always been one of our 
strongest supporters. 

Please stop by and sign up for this ad-a small 
donation is asked to help defray the cost.  As 
in the past years, we will be gathering in the 
area outside of the cafeteria.  Your support is 
needed and appreciated.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

(CDA) 
 

April 2010 Women’s Retreat: CDA will again sponsor 

a women’s retreat this coming spring (April 16-17) at 
Cliffview. Elaine Caldwell, former St. Mark parishioner, 

will return to lead us in prayer and reflection on 
thoughts of discipleship. The cost of the retreat is 

$60.00 (double room occupancy) or $80.00 (private 

room), all meals included. The retreat will begin with 
dinner at 6 p.m. on Fri., April 16, and end with a closing 

mass at 5:00 on Sat., April 17. Half of the cost of 
registration is due at the time of registration and is non-

refundable. The registration form is in the bulletin.  
 

CDA Monthly Meeting:  This month’s meeting is 

Tuesday, January 19, at 6:30 PM in the school cafeteria.  
Our guest presenter will be Angie Wright, who will talk 

about Roe v. Wade and Right to Life issues. 

  

                        

BINGO Friday’s at the Galaxy Center.  Early birds 
at 6:00, followed by regular bingo at 7:00.  All 
Knights check your schedule for working and we’ll 
see everyone in 2010!! 

All 3rd and 4th Degree meetings will resume in 
January.  

REMINDER:  Fourth Degree Meeting Sunday, Jan. 
17th at St. Clare’s Berea.  

We look forward to another successful year and 
wish everyone a blessed, safe, and happy 2010! 

THIRD DEGREE:  Meets on the First Thursday of 
each month at the Newman Center at 7:00 PM 

FOURTH DEGREE:  Meets on the Third Sunday of 
each month at St. Clare (Berea) meeting room at 
5:00 PM.  
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ST MARK’S 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

GROUP

 WEDNESDAY NIGHTS   

 6PM – MASS with Fr Jim

 6:30 TO 8:30 - Faith 

Sharing/Fellowship

CONTACT REBECCA OR LARRY HOFFMAN

(859) 626 5025 

FOR DETAILS

 
 
 

ST MARK SCHOOL NEWS 
  
 
At the end of the month of January, we will begin 
our Catholic Schools Week Observance, the annual 
celebration of Catholic education and its role in 
making the world a better place.  Our theme this 
year is Catholic Schools: Dividends for Life. To 
volunteer to help with the festivities, please 
contact Natalie Fitzsimmons 859-582-3069 or 
natalie.fitzsimmons@gmail.com 
 

Save your pennies!  St. Mark School Bake Sale is 
January 23 and 24 after all Masses. 
 

FUNDRAISNG NOTES 
 
Box Tops and Campbell’s Soup Labels 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our 
collection efforts!   Every Box Top earns $.10 for 
the school and every Soup Label can be redeemed 
for school supplies.  Reminder on the soup labels: 
we need the UPC or bar code along with the label.   
Visit Boxtops4Education.com for more information. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
 
In two weeks, we'll begin our Catholic Schools 
Week observance, the annual celebration of 
Catholic education and its role in making the 
world a better place.  See next week's bulletin 
for the schedule of events.  To volunteer to 
help with the festivities, please contact Natalie 
Fitzsimmons 582-3069, or 
natalie.fitzsimmons@gmail.com 

 

 
 

DIOCESAN NEWS 
 

FREE TAX HELP 
 
Did your family earn less than $49,000.00 last 
year?  As much as $4,700 (or more) in a tax 
refund could be waiting for you!  Catholic Charities 
will be hosting tax preparation volunteers in late 
January in Harlan and in early February at the 
Catholic Center in Lexington .  These trained 
volunteers will help individuals fill out their tax 
forms at no charge to claim the benefits they’ve 
earned.  Call Annie at (859) 253-1993 to register, 
and to learn more about the Earned Income Tax 
Credit. 
 

 

 

mailto:natalie.fitzsimmons@gmail.com
mailto:natalie.fitzsimmons@gmail.com
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THANK YOU 
 
 

We would like to express our deepest Thank 
You to the Bereavement Committee for taking 
the time out of their lives to share in one of our 
most difficult moments.  I know several 
members contributed by sending food and 
prayers which were greatly appreciated.  
Some of you went so far as to attend the 
memorial service of my father (Capt. Walter D. 
Goss, USAF Ret.).  A Special Thank You goes 
out to Emma Esker, Terry Culross and Dot 
Bennett for their support which was above and 
beyond what any family could expect.   
 
      Again Thank You for all the support and 
kind words.  Until you experience such a thing 
yourself you have no idea how much 
difference a kind word or selfless act can 
contribute to getting through such difficult 
times.   
 
Geraldine M. Goss 
CPT Patrik W. Goss 
PFC Neil A. Goss 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Dear St. Mark family, 
 
Bill and I want to express to you our heartfelt 
thanks for all your loving support during the 
most difficult time of our life.  The food, visits, 
cards, and most of all prayers gave us great 
comfort during our despair.  Our son is 
improving every day and will soon return 
home.  Please continue to keep our family in 
your prayers. 
                                                                
           
  Love, 
  Connie 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

LETTER OF RECOGNITION 
 
I would like to start this out by stating the 
Goss Family was extremely sad that Father Jim 
could not preside over the memorial service of 
our father/husband (Capt. Walter D. Goss, 
USAF Ret.).  Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Father Jim and his family during his trying 
time while we endure our own.   
 
      As it turned out we received a blessing in 
disguise.  If you want to know what that 
disguise was, it was an Airborne Ranger 
dressed up like a Deacon.  So the fact is we 
got a highly professional, former military, 
Vietnam Veteran named Deacon Jim to preside 
over our father/husbands memorial service.  
Sounds like a blessing to me, and I’m sure 
Dad would have loved it. 
 
      Even though Deacon Jim didn't know our 
dad he took the time to talk with us and get a 
good understanding of who he was.  Then he 
presented an accurate, professional and 
heartfelt service to those who came to pay 
their last respects.  My family could ask no 
more than that.   
 
      I would like to express my deepest Thanks 
to Deacon Jim for the time and effort he 
placed into completing my father’s service with 
Honor, Integrity and Respect for he deserved 
no less.   

 
       

      For the Goss Family, 
 

      CPT Patrik W. Goss
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Winter Coat Collection 

 
The Salvation Army, at our request, is having a coat give-a-way on Friday January 
29th for the many people in Madison County without warm clothing this winter. The 
parishioners at St Mark’s have been very generous in the past and I hope we can help 
as many people as possible during this bitter cold winter. Please bring any new or used 
clean coats to Mass next weekend (January 23rd and 24th) where they will be brought 
forth during our offertory procession where we will place in our trough.. 

 
All of us have experienced this terribly cold weather and may be blessed with warm 
clothing to at least make it a little more bearable. Please check your closets to see if 
there is something you can donate to give warmth to a person or family in need.  
 
Hopefully we can come together and make this a success for our Church community 
and more importantly a success for the people that will benefit from our generosity. 
 
Thank you in advance to all of you who will be able to donate on Jan 23 or 24th. 
Should you need further information please call the Parish Office. 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE  

 

ST. MARK SCHOOL SPIRIT 

BAKE SALE!!!! 
 

BAKED GOODS WILL BE ON SALE AFTER  

THE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY MASSES ON  

JANUARY 23RD AND 24TH 

 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT OUR PARISH SCHOOL.  

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR BAKE SALE, 

PLEASE HAVE YOUR HOMEMADE BAKED ITEMS TO THE SCHOOL 

CAFETERIA BY  

JANUARY 22ND. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 
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United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
3211 FOURTH STREET NE - -541- -541-3166 

URGENT: USCCB NATIONWIDE BULLETIN INSERT 

Stop Abortion Funding in Health Care Reform! 
Protect Conscience 

Ensure Affordable Health Coverage 
Allow Immigrants to Purchase Private Health Insurance 

 
As long-time advocates of health care reform, the U.S. Catholic bishops continue to make the moral 

case that genuine health care reform must protect the life, dignity, consciences and health of all, 

especially the poor and vulnerable. Health care reform should not advance a pro-abortion agenda in 
our country. 

 
 

reaffirms the essential, longstanding and widely supported policy against using federal funds 

for elective abortions and includes positive measures on affordability and immigrants. 
 

 
requires federal funds to help subsidize and promote health plans that cover elective 

abortions. All purchasers of such plans will be required to pay for other people’s abortions 
through a separate payment solely to pay for abortion. 

 

 
providers, plans or employers. 

 
 

on in final form. Provisions against abortion funding and in favor of conscience protection, 

affordability, and immigrants’ access to health care must be part of a fair and just health care 
reform bill, or the final bill must be opposed. 

 
ACTION: Contact your Representative and Senators today by e-mail, phone or FAX. 

 

To send a pre-written, instant e-mail to Congress go to www.usccb.org/action. 
 

 the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202-224-3121, or call your Members’ local offices. 
Contact info can be found on Members’ web sites at www.house.gov & www.senate.gov. 

 
MESSAGE—HOUSE: 

―I am pleased that the House health care bill maintains the longstanding policy against 

federal funding of abortion. I urge you to work to uphold essential provisions against 
abortion funding, to include full conscience protection and to assure that health care is 

accessible and affordable for all. Until and unless these criteria are met, I urge you to oppose 
the final bill.‖ 

 

MESSAGE—SENATE: 
―I am deeply disappointed that the Senate health care bill fails to maintain the longstanding 

policy against federal funding of abortion and does not include adequate protection for 
conscience. I urge you to support essential provisions against abortion funding, similar to 

those in the House bill. Include full conscience protection and assure that health care is 
accessible and affordable for all. Until and unless these criteria are met, I urge you to oppose 

the final bill.‖ 

WHEN: Votes in the House and Senate on the final bill are expected in January. 
 

Act today! Thank You! 
 

Updated 1/7/10 
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MINUTES OF ST. MARK SCHOOL COUNCIL 
DECEMBER15, 2009 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order – Jud Patterson called the meeting to order.  All members present. 
Guest:  Dr. Bill Farnau, Superintendent of Schools for Catholic Diocese of Lexington 
 
Opening Prayer – Father Jim  
 
Jud Patterson welcomed Dr. Farnau to the Council meeting. 
 
Routine Matters – 

1. November Minutes Approved 
2. Jud Patterson distributed a Principal Performance Review sheet to be completed by each 

council member and returned to Father Jim as soon as possible. 
 

Old Business – 
1. After School Program – Aaron Thompson looked at needs and newest data to find current 

best practices and reported possible options available to St. Mark School during the 
summer:  

 a.  Summer Academies – Programs for First- through Third-Grade                                
offering theme related activities – math, science, art, reading, etc. 
  b.  Summer Reading Recovery Program – Work with surrounding counties to provide 
reading instruction for identified students.  This program would allow for a smaller 
student/teacher ratio than Summer Academies.  Programs could be developed for K-3 and 4-8. 
       
 Points of Discussion –  
 -Jud Patterson reported that United Way will receive grants for consideration in giving 
monies for Reading Recovery Programs. 

           -Connie Fischer will contact Reading Recovery Director in the county to see if Reading 
Recovery Program would be a viable option for the summer. 

  -Dr. Farnau thought it was a good idea to conduct summer academies in partnership 
with Madison County. 

  
2. Marketing Committee – Natalie Fitzsimmons reported that the Marketing Committee is 

working on activities for Catholic Schools Week, Jan. 31, 2010 – Feb. 5, 2010.  Planned 
activities include:  Jan. 29 – Family Fun Night – A kick-off event to talk about Catholic 
Schools Week, increase pride in the school, and bring families together.  Jan. 31 – Kick off 
School Mass; Feb. 1 – Open House; Feb. 4 – Mega Mass; Feb. 5 – Open House. 

 
     Father Jim reported that a pamphlet about St. Mark School will be ready for             
review by the council before Christmas. The approved pamphlet will be distributed to people 
interested in the school, during Open House and during Catholic Schools Week.  
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 Jud Patterson expressed gratitude to Natalie Fitzsimmons and Pam Wood for their tireless 
efforts on behalf of the school. 
 
    Gift wrapping at Amazon.com has already raised $777.00 for the school with several shifts 
to be completed.  Bechtel Parsons group will wrap gifts one day and donate proceeds to the school. 
 

3. Financial Report – Michelle Monticello distributed 2 documents:  St. Mark School Profit & 
Loss Budget vs. Actual, July 1 through December 15, 2009 and Tuition Aging Summary.  
Ms. Monticello continues to refine the reporting documents and plans to meet with the 
Diocesan financial officers to make sure St. Mark School’s reporting documents are in line 
with Diocesan requirements.  She reported that current protocols for collecting tuition are 
in place and are working well. 

 
Dr. Farnau advised keeping a close watch on tuition, fund raising, and parish                                                              
contributions to keep the school’s financial condition healthy. 

   
    Jim Bennett and Michelle Monticello will work together to streamline the financial report 
    into an easy to read and easy to understand document. 
 
4. Head Teacher Report – Connie Fischer 

-After Care Program is going well and is making a profit.  Two college students conduct the 
program. 

     -Art Gallery and Student Art Work was a big success. 
     -Veterans Day program went well.  Veterans dressed in uniform; students  
      learned about the different branches of service; program included pledge and      
      songs as well. 
     - Care Package – Items were collected and sent to soldier currently serving in  
     the military. 
     - EKU students presented a Disney Revue for St. Mark students and received 
     positive reviews. 
     -Jennifer Hannon, a volunteer, is currently teaching Spanish one day weekly.   
     She also substitutes when needed. 
     - Thanksgiving Feast was a huge success. 
     - Scholastic Book Fair netted $600.00.  Forty-four hundred points accumulated 
     from previous book fairs allowed each teacher to have approximately $800 in  
     points to use for supplies. 
     - Second and Third graders field tripped to attend, The Best Christmas Pageant 
     Ever. 
     -Christmas Gala is set for Dec. 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
     -Christmas Break is Dec. 18 - Jan. 4, 2010. 
     -An on-going plumbing problem in the lower wing of the school has been 
      repaired by Plumbing Source. 
     -Former custodian who became ill has been replaced. 
 
 
 
 



   SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                           January 17, 2010                     
 

 
 
5. Pastor’s Report – Father Jim 
      -Monthly meeting with 5 parents is going well. 
      -Friday Mass with Padre is also going well.  Father Jim meets with parents 
       and grandparents for discussion and time together. 
      -Every week Father Jim visits a different class in the school for small group  
       work. 
      -We will be partnering with St. Joseph Hospital for Catholic School Week.  St. Joseph 
receives an allotted amount of space in the newspaper; some of the space will be dedicated to 
St. Mark School. 
      -Between $12,000.00 and $15,000.00 is the estimated amount earned from the Natalie 
Cole concert for the school and parish each. 
 
6. Other Business 
      -Peter Creighton reported that Bechtel Parsons selects a Madison County Teacher of the 
Year but has not previously included the teachers of St. Mark School with others teachers in 
the county.  Aaron Thompson will talk with representatives of Bechtel Parsons to see if that 
arrangement can be changed to include the St. Mark teachers. 
     -PTO Report – Pam Wood discussed possible fund raising ideas including but not limited to 
yard sale and golf scramble.  Jud Patterson suggested we think about a Bingo night at Galaxy 
Bowling Lanes.  Currently 75-80 people have been attending and that usually means $900.00 - 
$1,000.00 profit a night. 
 

Next Meeting – Thursday, January 7, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.; this is a date change from Tues., Jan. 5, 
2010. 
 
Adjourned with prayer – 7:55 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Mark                                                                           Richmond KY                                                     

 

 

Second Annual St. Mark Women’s Retreat  
Sponsored by CDA  

Guest Speaker: Elaine Caldwell  
 
What: Womenõs Retreat  

Theme: Discipleship  

When: April 16 ð 17, 2010  

Where: Cliffview Retreat Center  

Cost: Private Room $ 80.00  

Double Room $ 60.00  
* All Meals included. A deposit of half the room cost is due at the time the registration form is 

turned in and is a non -refundable deposit. Deadline to r egister is January 10, 2010.  

 

Questions? Please contact Tricia Davis at 623-9184.  

 
Please complete the form below and drop in the collection basket during mass.  

Name : _______________________________________________  

Phone : _______________________________________________  

Address: _______________________________________________  

E-mail: __________________________________________________  

Single Or Double Room: _______________________________ 

 

If Double, who would you like to room with, if possible: 

___________________________________________ 


